Hot, dry weather in July and August of 1972 devastated food crops in the Soviet Union in the Moscow region. This was preceded by unusually cold and severe growing conditions in the Ukraine for winter wheat. The Soviet Union, as a consequence, purchased over 25 million metric tons of grain abroad. In the same year, India's monsoon rains came one to two weeks late, and retreated early. This materially reduced India's cereal production. The South Sahara (Sahel) drought worsened. Inadequate rains damaged grain production in Argentina and Australia. Peru's anchovy catch, a major Latin American protein resource, dropped drastically, though it is not certain that this was the result of a climate change. Abnormally wet weather, clearly a climate anomaly, in the fall of 1972 and into the spring of 1973 reduced U.S. production of corn and soybeans.
Reflecting all this, world food prices skyrocketed as world grain reserves dwindled.
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By the start of 1974 corn and wheat prices had doubled or tripled, as compared to a mere two years before. Many countries of the world are now experiencing serious waves of inflation; most economists consider the food cost spiral to be a significant contributing cause.
There are strong signs that these recent climate disasters were not random deviations from the usual weather, but instead signals of the emergence of a new normal for world climates. If so, it is a normal that will be far less favorable to global agriculture, and thus to world food supplies.
Not all climate experts agree, however, that this is so. Because of this difference of view there is a clear and pressing need for a major new thrust of basic and applied research on climate change. In this respect it is most encouraging tht the Global Atmospheric Research Program, at a special meeting in Sweden this summer, is dedicating heightened attention to the pursuit of a fundamental understanding of the causes and predictability of world climate changes. 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 A grim prospect for India is suggested by the chart above, drawn from data compiled by Reid Bryson. Droughts in northern India declined in frequency during the period when the world was getting warmer, but have been increasing in recent years. Points on the chart indicate the proportion of weather stations whose average rainfall for the previous ten years was less than 50 percent of normal. The population line shows India's population growth, which Bryson contends was encouraged by the warmer climate.
Reprinted by permission, FORTUNE Magazine/PariosStudios February 1974; ©1974 Time Inc. slightly farther east in the United States, after a wet planting season, have suffered hot, dry winds that have dessicated the immature ears of corn, grossly reducing their production. After months of predictions of all-time record crops, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, during the 1974 summer, reduced its estimates downwards with each passing month. Some farmers fear a drought period equal to that of the 1930's, which continued for about four years and had agricultural repercussions for a decade.
In the face of such evidence, the nations of the world should take steps, as the I Fl AS workshop urged, "individually and collec-64 tively, to plan and act to establish the technical, social and political means to meet this challenge to peace and well-being."
Among the necessary steps are measures to build internationally-available food reserves. This will involve not only all-out agricultural production in favorable areas, and the rebuilding of stored food reserves, but also measures designed to permit efficient and affordabJe access to these reserves by the poorer nations. Moreover, it will demand of us mindful attention to the intimate systems-relations amongst resources of energy, water, fertilizer, manpower and capital, all involved in the food/climate equation. It is evident that the world faces a grave challenge to its political machinery and its capabilities for social and technological innovation. The right to adequate nutrition should be guaranteed to every human born to this planet. To accomplish this, the peoples of the Earth will be called upon to take unprecedented measures of cooperation and self-restraint. The successful solution of this problem may be the most important item on the entire agenda of humanity.
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From Headquarters
The 18th General Conference of the IAEA took place in Vienna from 16 -20 September. Eighty-two Member States were represented at the Kongresszentrum in the Hofburg. 
